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gap between the old Whig Party and the new Whigs who
pressed for Parliamentary Reform. Whatever views he held
he supported passionately. As a statesman, however, he
failed to gain the confidence of the King or of the nation,
and from the time he left the Tory ministry in 1774 till
the time of his death in 1806, he was only in office for
twenty months. O^~ *v. ^^*

Of Edmund Burke (Note 106} it has been said that, " Bacon
alone excepted, he was the greatest political thinker that has Burke
evgLdeyoted himself to the practice of English politics^,
An Irishman by birth, and educated at Dublin University,
he became, when thirty-six years of age, secretary to Lord
Rockingham, and a Whig member of Parliament (1765).
He was a keen Whig and a great writer and talker. His
speeches had enormous influence; for all politicians read
them, though members of Parliament did not always listen
to them, as they were long and awkwardly delivered.1
Possessed of wonderful knowledge, he formed opinions
which posterity has agreed were generally right. Thus he
was in favour of a policy of conciliation with the American
colonies; he supported the claims of the Roman Catholics
for emancipation, and of the Dissenters for complete tolera-
tion; he wished to reform the penal code and the debtors
laws; and he attacked the slave trade. But though he
wished to diminish the corruption of Parliament, he was
a great admirer of the British constitution as it then existed,
and he was opposed to any extension of the franchise or
redistribution of the constituencies. Moreover, he had a
great horror of any violent reforms, and hence became an
impassioned opponent of the French Revolution, as was
shown in his " Reflections " upon it.

Samuel Johnson once said that Burke and Chatham were
the only two men he knew who had risen considerably above

1 Burke spoke with a strong Irish accent, his gestures were clumsy, and his
delivery was described as execrable. Yet of one of his speeches in the Warren
Hastings impeachment a contemporary wrote: " Burke did not, I believe, leave
a dry eye in the whole assembly ".